August 6
The Transfiguration

READINGS FOR AUGUST 2017

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, who on the holy mount revealed to chosen witnesses your well-beloved Son, wonderfully transfigured,
in raiment white and glistening: Mercifully grant that we, being delivered from the disquietude of this world,
may by faith behold the King in his beauty; who with you, O Father, and you, O Holy Spirit, lives and reigns,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
FIRST READING

Exodus 34:29-35

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the
covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with
God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to
come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him,
and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that
the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil
on his face; but whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until
he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would
see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again,
until he went in to speak with him.
PSALM 99
A The LORD is King;
let the people tremble; *
he is enthroned upon the cherubim;
let the earth shake.
B The LORD is great in Zion; *
he is high above all peoples.
A Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *
he is the Holy One.
B "O mighty King, lover of justice,
you have established equity; *
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob."
A Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God
and fall down before his footstool; *
he is the Holy One.
B Moses and Aaron among his priests,
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *
they called upon the LORD, and he answered them.
A He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.

B O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; *
you were a God who forgave them,
yet punished them for their evil deeds.
B Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God
and worship him upon his holy hill; *
for the LORD our God is the Holy One.
SECOND READING

2 Peter 1:13-21

I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to refresh your memory, since I know that my death will come
soon, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will make every effort so that after my
departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the
Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the
holy mountain.
So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you must
understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, because no prophecy
ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
GOSPEL

Luke 9:28-36

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was
praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two
men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but
since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving
him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah” —not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and
overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that
said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And
they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.
August 13
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, who cannot
exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
FIRST READING

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. This is the story of the
family of Jacob.

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of
Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. Now Israel
loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him
a long robe with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they
hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.
Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your
brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” So he
said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So
he sent him from the valley of Hebron.
He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What are you
seeking?” “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” The man
said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers,
and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired
to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into
one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his
dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.”
Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”
—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. So when Joseph came to his
brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and threw
him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.
Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their
camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers,
“What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not
lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. When some Midianite
traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty
pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.
PSALM 105, 1-6, 17-22
A Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.
B Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.
A Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
B Search for the LORD and his strength; *
continually seek his face.
A Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
B O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.
A He sent a man before them, *
Joseph, who was sold as a slave.

B They bruised his feet in fetters; *
his neck they put in an iron collar.
A Until his prediction came to pass, *
the word of the LORD tested him.
B The king sent and released him; *
the ruler of the peoples set him free.
A He set him as a master over his household, *
as a ruler over all his possessions,
B To instruct his princes according to his will *
and to teach his elders wisdom.
SECOND READING

Romans 10:5-15

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things
will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will
ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead). But what does it say?
“The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is
justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him
will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to
proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
GOSPEL

Matthew 14:22-33

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.
And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he
was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was
against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately
Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So
Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong
wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached
out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the
boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

August 20
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life:
Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of
his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
FIRST READING

Genesis 45:1-15

Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone
away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so
loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am
Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother,
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold
me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to
preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me
here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you
and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will
provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household,
and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see
that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and
all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck
and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after
that his brothers talked with him.
PSALM 133
A Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
when brethren live together in unity!
B It is like fine oil upon the head *
that runs down upon the beard,
A Upon the beard of Aaron, *
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
B It is like the dew of Hermon *
that falls upon the hills of Zion.
B For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: *
life for evermore.

SECOND READING

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a
member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now
received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy
shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be
merciful to all.
GOSPEL

Matthew 15:21-28

Jesus went into the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and
started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did
not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting
after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the
dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed
instantly.
August 27
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may show
forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
FIRST READING

Exodus 1:8-2:10

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite
people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will
increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore
they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and
Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the
Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and
made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless
in all the tasks that they imposed on them.
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah,
“When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if
it is a girl, she shall live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded
them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have
you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are
not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God
dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. And because the midwives
feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the
Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.”

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son;
and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she could hide him no longer she
got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it
among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She
saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was
crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to
Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?”
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said
to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and
nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She
named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”
PSALM 124
A If the LORD had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;
B If the LORD had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us;
A Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;
B Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;
A Then would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.
B Blessed be the LORD! *
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.
A We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.
B Our help is in the Name of the LORD, *
the maker of heaven and earth.

SECOND READING

Romans 12:1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what is good
and acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought
to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For
as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are

many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.
GOSPEL

Matthew 16:13-20

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son
of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

