October 4 Fr. Tom
Proper 22
Collect:
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more
than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those
things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy
to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Reading from Hebrew Scripture

Genesis 2:18-24

This ancient reading is one of two creation stories found in the book of Genesis. Those who compiled
these stories were wise to leave both accounts side by side, understanding that there is archetypal
wisdom, not necessarily facts, in both of these wonderful stories. A reading from the book of
Genesis:
The LORD God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his
partner." So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the
air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every
living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to
every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. So the LORD
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up
its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman
and brought her to the man. Then the man said, "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken." Therefore a man leaves his
father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.
Psalm 8
1 O LORD our Governor, *
how exalted is your Name in all the world!
2 Out of the mouths of infants and children *
your majesty is praised above the heavens.
3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, *
to quell the enemy and the avenger.
4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, *
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? *
the son of man that you should seek him out?
6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; *
you adorn him with glory and honor;
7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; *
you put all things under his feet:
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8 All sheep and oxen, *
even the wild beasts of the field,
9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, *
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.
10 O LORD our Governor, *
how exalted is your Name in all the world!
The Epistle

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

Although typically called The Epistle to the Hebrews, the book of Hebrews is actually a long sermon
or theological apology for the Christian faith, written with Jewish converts and potential converts
in mind. At times the material is beautifully written, like a poem or a hymn; at other times the
theological presentation is tedious and cumbersome. A reading from the book of Hebrews:
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days
he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the
worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains
all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited
is more excellent than theirs. Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are
speaking, to angels. But someone has testified somewhere,
"What are human beings that you are mindful of them,
or mortals, that you care for them?
You have made them for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned them with glory and honor,
subjecting all things under their feet."
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see
everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the
angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of
God he might taste death for everyone. It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all
things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For
this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying, "I will proclaim your name
to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you."
The Gospel

Mark 10:2-16

This reading appears to have been added to Mark’s gospel by a later editor, taken from elsewhere in
the teachings of Jesus and added to this travel journey to Jerusalem. As Mark has done throughout
his version of the Jesus story, he emphasizes Jesus’ concern for marginalized people: in this case,
women how were casually abandoned by their husbands, with no way to earn a living or care for
their children; and children, who were not valued in the culture of Jesus’ day.
Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" He
answered them, "What did Moses command you?" They said, "Moses allowed a man to write a
certificate of dismissal and to divorce her." But Jesus said to them, "Because of your hardness of
heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, 'God made them
male and female.' ' For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,

and the two shall become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God
has joined together, let no one separate." Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this
matter. He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against
her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery." People were
bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to
them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, "Let the little children come to
me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you,
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it." And he took them
up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

October 11 Deacon Nancy
Proper 23
Collect:
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to
good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
A Reading from Hebrew Scripture

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Hebrew prophets were famous for their bold and dramatic preaching, and for their creative storytelling techniques. This reading from the prophet Amos, who lived in the mid-eighth century BCE, is
a “funeral song” that he probably sang as he traveled from place to place. The song warns Israel of
her certain demise if the nation continued to turn away from God. A reading from the book of
Amos:
Seek the LORD and live,
or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.
Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!
They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.
Therefore because you trample on the poor
and take from them levies of grain,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.
For I know how many are your transgressions,
and how great are your sins-you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate.
Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
for it is an evil time.
Seek good and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you,

just as you have said.
Hate evil and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.
Psalm 90:12-17
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12 So teach us to number our days *
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
13 Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? *
be gracious to your servants.
14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; *
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us *
and the years in which we suffered adversity.
16 Show your servants your works *
and your splendor to their children.
17 May the graciousness of the LORD our God be upon us; *
prosper the work of our hands;
prosper our handiwork.
The Epistle

Hebrews 4:12-16

The book of Hebrews was written to new Jewish converts to the Christian faith. This portion of the
book emphasizes reliance upon the Hebrew scripture for guidance in effective living. Relying on
ancient and familiar imagery from the readers’ Jewish heritage, the author describes Jesus as the
Great High Priest who brings God’s redeeming work into the readers’ midst. A reading from the
book of Hebrews:
The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul
from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And
before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we
must render an account. Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as
we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
The Gospel

Mark 10:17-31

Jesus understood the difficulty of placing one’s trust in God, especially for those who were identified
with and inflated by their wealth. In this passage he talks with a wealthy inquirer about how
tempting it is to trust his affluence as a substitute for trusting God.
As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, "Good
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No

one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: 'You shall not murder; You shall not
commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor
your father and mother.'" He said to him, "Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth." Jesus,
looking at him, loved him and said, "You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." When he heard this, he was
shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. Then Jesus looked around and said to
his disciples, "How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" And the
disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how hard it is to
enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone
who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." They were greatly astounded and said to one another,
"Then who can be saved?" Jesus looked at them and said, "For mortals it is impossible, but not for
God; for God all things are possible." Peter began to say to him, "Look, we have left everything and
followed you." Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or
mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not
receive a hundredfold now in this age--houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields
with persecutions--and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last
will be first."

October 18 Fr. Tom
Proper 24
Collect:
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve the
works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the
confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Reading from Hebrew Scripture

Isaiah 53:4-12

The prophecy of 2nd Isaiah includes four “servant songs.” Scholars are unsure who this suffering
servant is, although some think the servant is the nation of Israel who suffers for the well-being of
other nations. s A reading from the book of Isaiah:
Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people.
They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the LORD shall prosper.
Out of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.
Psalm 91:9-16
9 Because you have made the LORD your refuge, *
and the Most High your habitation,
10 There shall no evil happen to you, *
neither shall any plague come near your dwelling.
11 For he shall give his angels charge over you, *
to keep you in all your ways.
12 They shall bear you in their hands, *
lest you dash your foot against a stone.
13 You shall tread upon the lion and adder; *
you shall trample the young lion and the serpent under your feet.
14 Because he is bound to me in love,
therefore will I deliver him; *
I will protect him, because he knows my Name.
15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; *
I am with him in trouble;
I will rescue him and bring him to honor.
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16 With long life will I satisfy him, *
and show him my salvation.
The Epistle

Hebrews 5:1-10

The author of Hebrews portrays Jesus as the Great High Priest, even though Jesus was not born
into a priestly family. The priesthood of Jesus, says the author, was granted by God. A reading
from the book of Hebrews:
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their
behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward,
since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as
well as for those of the people. And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when
called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but
was appointed by the one who said to him,
"You are my Son,
today I have begotten you";
as he says also in another place,
"You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek."
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the
one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.
Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by
God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
The Gospel

Mark 10:35-45

In this reading Mark continues to discuss the disciples’ difficulty understanding the teachings of
Jesus. Once again they are thinking and behaving in direct opposition to the content of a particular
teaching lesson.
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him, "Teacher, we want you
to do for us whatever we ask of you." And he said to them, "What is it you want me to do for you?"
And they said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory." But
Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink,
or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" They replied, "We are able." Then Jesus
said to them, "The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized,
you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for
whom it has been prepared." When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John.
So Jesus called them and said to them, "You know that among the Gentiles those whom they
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so
among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever
wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life a ransom for many."

October 25 Deacon Laura
Proper 25
Collect:
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may
obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Reading from Hebrew Scripture

Jeremiah 31:7-9

Although the fifty-year exile in Babylon was a great blow to the Israelites’ cultural and religious life,
the prospects of returning to their home land brought new energy and hope, as well as confidence in
God’s faithfulness. A reading from Jeremiah:
Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
"Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel."
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Psalm 126
1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
3 Then they said among the nations, *
"The LORD has done great things for them."
4 The LORD has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.
5 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.

[782]

6 Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
The Epistle

Hebrews 7:23-28

In this section of the book of Hebrews the author continues the description of Jesus as the Great
High Priest who is superior to the priests of Israel. These mortal priests die and have to be replaced,
and their sacrifices have to be repeated again and again. Jesus, however, made one sacrifice for all
humankind: his once-for-all sacrifice will never be repeated. A reading from Hebrews:
The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in
office; but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. Consequently he is
able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he always lives to make
intercession for them. For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless,
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he
has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people;
this he did once for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests those who are
subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has
been made perfect forever.
The Gospel

Mark 10:46-52

The story about the healing of blind Bartimaeus is the final story prior to Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem. In addition to marking a transition from healing and teaching to engagement with the
authorities in Jerusalem, this story provides a stark contrast between the blind man who gained his
sight and the disciples who were blinded by their own preconceived notions about Jesus.
Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving
Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!"
Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, "Son of David, have mercy
on me!" Jesus stood still and said, "Call him here." And they called the blind man, saying to him,
"Take heart; get up, he is calling you." So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.
Then Jesus said to him, "What do you want me to do for you?" The blind man said to him, "My
teacher, let me see again." Jesus said to him, "Go; your faith has made you well." Immediately he
regained his sight and followed him on the way.

