January Readings 2016
JANUARY 3 – Year C
The Second Sunday after Christmas
Let us pray. O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the
dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled
himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
NO INTRODUCTIONS FOR THESE LESSONS
THE FIRST LESSON

Jeremiah 31:7-14

Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
"Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel."
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,

I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.
PSALM 84

[707]

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts,
my King and my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.
8 Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.
9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, *
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.
10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; *
he will give grace and glory;
11 No good thing will the LORD withhold *
from those who walk with integrity.
12 O LORD of hosts, *
happy are they who put their trust in you!

THE SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe.
THE GOSPEL

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

Now after the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there
until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph
got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." When Herod died, an angel of the
Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, "Get up, take the child
and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life
are dead." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to
the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what
had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a
Nazorean."
JANUARY 10
The First Sunday after the Epiphany
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Let us pray. Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all
who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly
confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 43:1-7

This beautiful and reassuring oracle is addressed to the Israelites in Babylonian exile,
people who are fearful, longing for home, and feeling overwhelmed by their

circumstances. God speaks to them as the creator who is also a loving parent. The
prophet assures them of God’s faithfulness, of God’s promise to gather them home
again some day, and of God’s presence with them during their ordeal. A reading from
Isaiah:
Thus says the Lord,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
I will say to the north, "Give them up,"
and to the south, "Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth-everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made."
PSALM 29
1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
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5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the LORD *
all are crying, "Glory!"
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.
THE EPISTLE

Acts 8:14-17

Although Jesus urged the disciples to love all people, they had difficulty overcoming
their longstanding distrust and dislike of the Samaritans. When the Gospel message
began to take hold in Samaria, the Jerusalem congregation became uneasy and had to
be reminded that God’s love and salvation is for all people. A reading from Acts:
When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they
sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might
receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had
only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
THE GOSPEL

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Luke uses the scene of Jesus’ baptism to introduce two themes he will emphasize
throughout his gospel: Jesus is the anointed one who was anticipated by the prophets
and announced by John the Baptist; and Jesus’ entire ministry is empowered and
sustained by the Holy Spirit.
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by
saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit

and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."
January 17, 2016
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Let us pray. Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world:
Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the
radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of
the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 62:1-5

The prophet of Third Isaiah uses the metaphor of marriage to describe the
reconciliation of God and God’s people. Although the people turned their backs on God
and were taken into exile, God has not forgotten them nor abandoned them. The
prophet describes the joy and hope that lies ahead for God’s people when the exile ends
and they return to their homeland to begin life anew. A reading from Isaiah:
Isaiah 62:1-5
For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,
and your land Married;
for the LORD delights in you,
and your land shall be married.
For as a young man marries a young woman,
so shall your builder marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
so shall your God rejoice over you.

PSALM 36:5-10
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5 Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, *
and your faithfulness to the clouds.
6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
your justice like the great deep; *
you save both man and beast, O LORD.
7 How priceless is your love, O God! *
your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.
8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; *
you give them drink from the river of your delights.
9 For with you is the well of life, *
and in your light we see light.
10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, *
and your favor to those who are true of heart.
THE SECOND LESSON

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

In this section of 1st Corinthians Paul addresses a series of concerns raised by the
congregation in a letter they had written to him. He reminds them that each person is
unique, and that all persons and spiritual gifts are equal. A reading from 1st
Corinthians:
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.
You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that
could not speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit
of God ever says "Let Jesus be cursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by
the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another
the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the
Spirit chooses.

THE GOSPEL

John 2:1-11

In this reading Jesus’ authority as the anointed one from God is affirmed in two ways:
he performs a miracle in a highly visible public place, at an extended wedding
reception; and, the miracle is “over the top”: each of these containers would have held
enough water to take a bath. Abundant wine, abundant grain, and abundant oil were
ancient symbols of God’s presence.
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave
out, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." And Jesus said to her,
"Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come." His
mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." Now standing there were six
stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty
gallons. Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled them up to the
brim. He said to them, "Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward." So they
took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward
called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and then
the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine
until now." Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his
glory; and his disciples believed in him.
Jan 24
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Let us pray. Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ
and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world
may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

The exile in Babylon ended when King Cyrus and the Persians conquered Babylon in
539 B.C.E. Scholars know little about the early days of the new nation Judah, a small
province of the Persian Empire. Although economic and political stability were
important considerations, Nehemiah emphasized the people’s need to reclaim their
identity as God’s people. The reading for today tells about a religious festival
celebrated after the walls of Jerusalem had been restored. A reading from Nehemiah:
All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They
told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to
Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and
women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the
seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could

understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. And
Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the
people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the LORD,
the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands.
Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the
sense, so that the people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the
governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to
all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep." For all
the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, "Go your
way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom
nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy
of the LORD is your strength."
PSALM 19
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7 The law of the LORD is perfect
and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LORD is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the LORD are just
and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear
and gives light to the eyes.
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9 The fear of the LORD is clean
and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound,
and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
THE SECOND LESSON

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

In this section of his letter to the Corinthians, Paul reaffirms that all spiritual gifts are
important, even though some gifts are more visible than others. He reminds the
congregation of two important truths: these gifts come from the Holy Spirit – the
people cannot take credit for the gifts they have been given; and, without love as the
guiding principle, these gifts are of little value. A reading from 1st Corinthians:
Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and we were all made to drink of
one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot
would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make
it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, I do
not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole
body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where
would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each
one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it
is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no
need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." On the contrary,
the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members

of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less
respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable
members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor
to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the
members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer
together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. Now you are the
body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of
healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts
of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts
THE GOSPEL

Luke 4:14-21

Luke is eager for his audience to know that Jesus’ fame as a teacher grew rapidly, a
sure sign that God had anointed him. According to Luke, people were impressed with
Jesus’ wisdom and his sense of personal authority, additional signs that he was
uniquely blessed by God.
Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him
spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and
was praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he
went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written:
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all
in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."
JANUARY 31
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on
earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The call of Jeremiah to become a prophet fits the standard “call formula” found many
places in Hebrew scripture: God calls, the individual protests his inadequacy for the
task and tries to decline, God does and/or says something dramatic, and the person
accepts the call. Like all prophets Jeremiah was faced with the task of confronting his
people with the need to live by a higher set of values. A reading from Jeremiah:
A reading from Hebrew Scripture

Jeremiah 1:4-10

The word of the LORD came to me saying,
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations."
Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a
boy." But the LORD said to me,
"Do not say, 'I am only a boy';
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you,
Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
says the LORD."
Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to
me,
"Now I have put my words in your mouth.
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant."
The call of Jeremiah to become a prophet fits the standard “call formula” found many
places in Hebrew scripture: God calls, the individual protests his inadequacy for the
task and tries to decline, God does and/or says something dramatic, and the person
accepts the call. Like all prophets Jeremiah was faced with the task of confronting his
people with the need to live by a higher set of values. A reading from Jeremiah:
Psalm 71:1-6
1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; *
let me never be ashamed.
2 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; *
incline your ear to me and save me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; *
you are my crag and my stronghold.
4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, *
from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor.
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5 For you are my hope, O Lord GOD, *
my confidence since I was young.
6 I have been sustained by you ever since I was born;
from my mother's womb you have been my strength; *
my praise shall be always of you.
The Epistle

1st Corinthians 13:1-13

This reading from 1st Corinthians is one of the most famous passages in scripture. Paul
has been emphasizing the equality of all spiritual gifts, and in this beautiful passage
restates his belief that spiritual gifts are of little value if their use is not inspired and
guided by love for others. A reading from 1st Corinthians:
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do
not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my
body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is
kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the
truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love
never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will
cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we
prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end.
When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child;
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror,
dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully,
even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and
the greatest of these is love.
The Gospel

Luke 4:21-30

Luke wants his readers to know two things: people quickly recognized Jesus as a
person of wisdom and authority, but their confidence in his wisdom and competence
disappeared as soon as he began challenging the status quo. The religious leaders in
his home town considered his message a threat to the establishment that supported
them, and they would have killed him right away if he was not mysteriously provided
safe passage out of Nazareth.
In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus read from the book of the prophet Isaiah, and
began to say, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." All spoke well of
him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, "Is
not this Joseph's son?" He said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb,
'Doctor, cure yourself!' And you will say, 'Do here also in your hometown the things
that we have heard you did at Capernaum.'" And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is

accepted in the prophet's hometown. But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel
in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there
was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a
widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the
prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian." When they
heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they
might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on his
way.

